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BUCKHURST HILL PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE FULL MEETING OF BUCKHURST HILL PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD AT 8.00pm on THURSDAY 25 JANUARY 2024 

AT BUCKHURST HILL LIBRARY 
 

 PRESENT  Cllrs:  Mr D Saunders (Chair) 
                                               Mr H Berlin 
                                               Mr R Church 
                                               Mrs J Forker Clark 

Mr S Neville 
Mrs A Sparrow 
Mr M Vance 
Mr A Weinberg 
Mr K Williamson 
 
 

In attendance:   Mrs E P Petyt-Start (Clerk) 
Mrs C Carroll (Interim RFO) 
 
 

092/23 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

There were apologies for absence from Cllrs: Mr R Church; Mr R Kaul and Mr S 
Neville 
 

093/23 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Cllr Williamson declared a non-pecuniary interest as the District Councillor 
responsible for the Technical Services Portfolio. 
Cllr Vance declared a non-pecuniary interest in Item 14 as the proposer of the 
project. 
 

094/23 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

There was one member of the public who spoke in support of the proposal for 
Item 17 

 

095/23 DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLOR PARTICIPATION 

Cllr Williamson provided an update on EFDC items and his portfolio area.  He 
advised his portfolio has been extended with the addition of NEPP and parking.  
He noted there was hope the Highways Rangers and Policing team may not be 
cut as part of the budget saving required for a balanced budget. 

Part of North Weald Airfield has been sold to Google with transaction just being 
completed. 

 

Cty Cllr Vance provide an update on his work with ECC for residents of 
Buckhurst Hill and Loughton.  He has been communicating with the Clerk and 
pushing along items wherever possible e.g. flag removal outside Bancroft 
School; replacements barrier opposite Manor Road that will be replaced with like 
for like pedestrian barrier. 

Following investigation the Station Way bridge will remain single lane for the 
foreseeable future. 

Works to Luxborough Lane footbridge have been delayed due to third party 
approvals. 

Planning application for developing GGSK school with BHFC and new SEND 
school are progressing. 

ECC budget will be discussed at Council meeting 13th February with a 4.99% 
increase having been agreed 
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Horse crossing point at Chestnut Road will be improved with signage and 
hatching in new budget year. 

Devolution for Essex has not been approved, along with around 18 other 
counties. 

The BH Library is currently undergoing refurbishment works to the Stack area 
and corridor which will take longer than expected due to issues found and routine 
maintenance not having been carried out.  Cllr Vance is considering use of the 
grant fund for the rear kitchen so that space can be used and in future generate 
revenue from hiring the area. 

 

There was a discussion about the potential GGSK planning application and 
impact upon local SEND schools. 

 

096/23 MINUTES 

The minutes of the full council meeting held on 23 November 2023 were agreed 
as a correct record and the Chair authorised to sign them. 
   

097/23 CHAIRMAN’S AND CLERK’S COMMUNICATIONS 

The Clerk advised another FOI request had been received from the same 
requestor about the Roding Valley Hall and car park.   

A thank note and poster had been received from the residents of Queens Court 
for the Christmas pacels. 

 

098/23 COMMITTEES 

i) The minutes of the committees were noted. 

 Personnel: 4 January 

 Planning & Environment: 7 December 

 Recreation & Community: 18 January 

ii) Proposed changes to the committee calendar from the Clerk were discussed 
and revised timetable AGREED. 

 

099/23 FINANCE 

The Council’s financial position as at 31 December, circulated, was noted. 
 
The RFO requested the transfer of funds between accounts be requested to Close 
Brothers by an authorised signatory, so that funds will be available for the 
playground development payment. 
Also, it was advised that due to NatWest requiring a credit card application to be 
made in an individual’s name, instead a Unity Debit card will be applied for. 
 
Cllr Vance noted he was pleased the auditor had changed and that 
recommendations from the report should be implemented. 
 

100/23 REPRESENTATIVES TO OUTSIDE BODIES 

Cllr Sparrow provided information on the Coffee with Cops meeting, noting PC 
James has been supporting the parish whilst PCSO Kitchen is on sick leave and 
desk duties. 

 

101/23 COMMUNITY HALLS 

i) The valuation survey for the Woollard Centre and Roding Valley Hall was 

received.  Following a discussion it was AGREED to consider these reports after 

the Parish Office relocation project has been completed 

ii) The next steps with the Condition Survey reports was discussed.  Members 

AGREED to consider this item after the Parish Office relocation project has been 
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completed. 

iii) The next stages of Roding Valley Hall Development was discussed.  Members 

AGREED to consider this item after the Parish Office relocation project has been 

completed. 

The Clerk informed members the surveyor for the subsidence remedial works had 

been in contact and that a works programme is due very soon and dates for 

carrying out the works will be agreed imminently. 

102/23 
 
 
 

UPGRADE TO THE PARISH OFFICE PHONE SYSTEM 

A report and quotes for the upgrade to the Parish Office phone system to digital 

was received.  Following a discussion it was AGREED to delegate the F&E 

Committee to provide a decision. 

103/23 PARISH OFFICES WORKING PARTY 

The working party has scoped requirements for the parish office relocation to the 

Woollard Centre.  The Clerk has provided members with a briefing note and also 

provided feedback to the Chair on the scoping document.  Item to be brought back 

to next Full Council for decision. 

104/23 HORNBEAM ROAD PLAYGROUND 

The Clerk provide an update on the project noting provisional start date for works 

is 19th February with the aim of opening the playground for Easter. 

105/23 
 

SPEED INDICATOR DEVICES 

The Clerk updated members the devices had been purchased and delivered; 

agreement in principle had been made for the EFDC Highways Rangers to install 

and rotate.   

A meeting is scheduled for 30th January to discuss in detail. 

106/23 
 

RISK MANAGEMENT 

It was noted the R and C Committee risk register was recommended to Full 

Council.   

The Council’s Risk Register now complete was UNANIMOULSY AGREED. 

107/23 LEGAL SERVICES 

The Clerk advised the Council to agree to appoint a new solicitor since the existing 

supplier the existing had been woefully inadequate. 

Members disagreed with the advice and requested the Clerk provide evidence of 

issues and compare schedule of rates between the existing legal services and 

recommended new. 

108/23 APPLICATION FOR ESSEX COMMUNITY CARERS FUND 

i) A proposal to consider applying for the community carers fund was 
received 

ii) Members discussed the proposal and it was AGREED to apply for the 
funding for the project. 

(this item was brought forward on the agenda but for continuity is recorded in the original 
agenda order) 

 

109/23 FULL COUNCIL ITEMS OF CONCERN 
 

a) Items of concern – To receive in full the prospectus for the Community 
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Carers Fund 
Thank you to Cllr Vance for progressing the SIDs 
Request for Ride London contact details, also for this information to have 
links from the website 
 

b) Agenda Item for next meeting -  Legal Services 
 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 21.46PM. 
 

Chairman ………………………….. 
 

Date ……………………. 
 
 

 


